Library 
of  the 
University  of  Toronto 


AN  ACCOUNT. 
O  F  A  DREADFUL 


MURDER 

COMMITTED  BY 

Miss  Mary  Smith  of 

Thornbury, 

On  the  body  of  her  Father,  Sir  John  Smith 
by  goiloning  him  for  Love  of  ayoung  man  ; 

Wuh  an  acroiint  of  her  Trial  and  Dvinsr  Speech 

f  at  the  p'aee  of  Execution  which  was  in  Glou- 
cester Market  ptece,  at  the  last  Assizes 

You  have  aHo  the  Texts  of  her  Funeral  serrfion- 
which  was  preached  the  Morning  before  her 
execution     The  W  ords  of  the  Text  are  as 
follows  fPfalm  cxix  II) 

1  Let  the  sorrowful  sighing  of  the  Prisoner  come  he 

fore  thee  ;  preserve  thou  them  that  are  appointed  to 

die  " 

Alio  an  /IccoAfit  how  the  young  Man  died  for 
Grief, 


'lialed  and  Sold  by  J.  Pitts,  14  Great  St.Anderw  Street 
7  Dials-  ONE  PENNY. 


THE  MURDER  W 


Sir  John  Smith* 


^pRIS  pattern  here  I -fh all unfold, 
x  The  which  is  worth  its  weight  in  gold- 
It  may  be  a  cordial  for  the  foul?, 
Of  thole  that  are  uridufiful 

It  Gloucefterlhire  lived  a  noble  knight 
He  had  a  daughter  cf  beauty  bright. 
On  whom  he  placed  his  love  moil  dear, 
jfs  by  the  book  you  f  on  lhaii  hear, 

When  grown  up  fhe  was  very  tall, 
Having  a  handiome  face  withal, 
Many  a  courtier  to  her  came, 
squires,  knights,  and  lords  of  fame. 
-  •Orne  tinic*  upcri  e  rertaTfTciayt 
A  noble  lord  of  high  degree  ; 
Uslo  her  father  came,  we  find, 
To  ^honi  he  did  flisdofe  his  mind. 

The  fatt  er  for  his  child  did  fend, 
saying  I  advise  you  as  a  friend  ; 
T  -  wed  this  man  he  has  wealth  in  flore; 
Am^youUi  bt  made  for  evermore 

she  fell  upon  her  beaded  knees, 
And  fdd.  Dear  father,  as  you  pleaie  $ 
T  wed  I  think  I  am  too  young, 
2?ut  fir  your  peafure  Ihall  be  done. 

Her  father  laid.  My  deareft  child. 
Thou  llialt  not  wed  aga;nft  thy  mind; 
M?ght  1  have  ^tfchat  'e'er. I  ite. 
J.^ould  not  force  my  ch^a.  laid  he. 
^Thus  When  ihe  her  father's  love  had  tr-yfd 
Her fui tors  all  fhe  ftraight  deny'diyf 


A  od  farther  gave  out  word  and  all. 
That  fhe  wemd  wed  with  none  at  all, 

At  laft  her  tender  yielding  heart. ' 
Was  pierc'd  by  Gupid's  wounding  dart; 
;Thatlhe  her  piains  could  not  remote, 
so  jfhe  "became '-'a  Have  to  loVe. 

One  Mr.  Watts;  as  it  is  faid, 
He  was  a  wis&  maker  by^trade, 
| Being;  a  very  handfome  man, 
|He  did  her  yielding  heart  trepan, 

For  fix  months  time  they  waxitanM!% 
And  to  the  world  it  was  unknown  ; 
For  they  met  in  private  till  at  laft, 
Their  love  fick  hearts  was  linked  fait. 

At  laft  her  father  came  to  know* 
His  daughter  lo^ed  the  young  man  io« 
He  in  a  violent  rage  did  falL 

.A  nH  for  Vila  Anxxtxhr&v*  i^rgKt-  cUd;- 

A nd  when  fhe*came  to  him  he  Faid, 
Is  this  the  choice  that  you  have  made  ? 
Are  you  fo  fond  that  you  niuil  wed, 
With  one  that  cannot  get  his  bread, 

Get  from  my  -fight,  and  come  no  more? 
Within  the  threfhoid,  of  my  door  ; 
Begone,  faid  he,  as  here  I  live," 
ill  cut  you  cff  from  all  I  have. 

With  that  fhe  fill  upon  her  kne.£ ;sr 
Whihs^te^rs  ran  trickling  down  like  peafe 
Dear  father*  If  thy  faults  cofcfefs, 
And  furthermbr^  thv  pardon  ask. 

Upon  thy  daughter  pity  take, 
And  here  I  wilfthis  prcmife  make. 
Never  to  go  nigh  hiift  more 
Nor  let  him  c^re  within  your  door* 


4 


She  from  her  father  ftraight  did  part, 
With  flowing  eye*  and  melting  heart, 
And  in  her  chamber  all  alone* 
With  wringing  hands  fhe  made  her  anoan 

My  deareftdear,  and  l>  fud  ftie, 
For  evermore  n*uft  parted  be> 
O  heaven  eafe  me  from  my  care, 
My  grief  is  more  than  IJcan  bear, 

In  the  dead  time  of  the  night 6  tis  laid* 
When  all  the  family  were  in  bed. 
In  tears  fhe  to  the  young  man  did  come* 
And  told  him  all  that  had  been  done. 

With  heavy  hghs  and  bitter  cries, 
While  tears  came  pouring  from  her  eyes9 
Killing  his  lip*,  my  dear,  faid  (he, 
I'll  venture  life  and  foul  for  thee, 

White  tears  came  pouring  down  amain, 
"WSrk  hparif  o  inrefh  with  grief  and;  mim 
This  couple  forced  was  to  part, 
With  flowing  eyes  and  bleeding  heart. 

Now*  now,  this  fatal  tragedy. 
Which  1  {halt  mention  fpeedily, 
'Twill  Mt  you  know  the  fad  eftate* 
Of  thofe  who  are  unfortunate 

In  tears  (he  fpent  the  night  away# 
And  of  times  to  herfelf  would  fay, 
Lord,  heip  a  lover  in  diftrefir , 
My  forrows  they  are  numberlefs. 

As  lay  weeping  in  her  bed* 
The  Devil  put  it  in  her  head, 
That  fhe  Chouid  not  obtain  her  will, 
Till  fhe  her  father  dear  fliou^d  kul 

Straight  from  ber%ed  Ihedid  arijfc, 
Wiping  the  tears  from  her  poor  eyes- 


With  heart  oppreft  w  ith  grief  and  woe, 
Into  the  kitchen  fhe  did  go, 

Upon  the  fire  there  was  fet, 
Some  poff-t  boiling  in  -  pot, 
Which  for  her  father  was  prepar'd, 
Who  then:iwa3  walking  in  the  yard/ 
This  poor  wretched  foul  immediately, 

Put  in  three  drams  of  mercury, 
Which  ipdetd  was  enoug-h  or  more 
To  kiit  or  poi'on  half  a  score- 

Then ' her  father  and  •  filter  came, 
>lx>d  drinking  or  the  verj  fame* 
Mot  thinking  any  harm  at  all, 
'But  for, his  wife  (bight  did  -calf. 

Seeing  them  bothiick  unto  death, 
And jcouid  not  long  retain  their  breath*'" 
All  fur  hur  mischief  to  prevent, 
With  (peed  (lie  for  a  doctor  lent, 
-  %ul  •  ■  -  J  ^  ,  ' •  i ,t- *'  we  6nd* 

vv  hileheT  mother  dear  fat  seeping,  by,  - 
Bewailing  h^r  f.d  deftiny. 

But  God,  whd  brings  (yen  things  about 
By  him  the  murder  was  tounJ  out ; 
Oppr  fifed  with  a  guilty  fha me* 
In  tears  fhe  did  cgnfefs  th^fatne* 
■   Before  Jiutice  jones  fhe  was  brought 
And  by  him  fhe  .was  examined  (withfpeed 
While  (lie  in  tears  did  tore  lament, 
ToG*ouceiU  r  pnhn  fhe  wasfent, 
.  itJaQ^te  afiiz  ^  -  rawing  near, 
Sh^  thrif  was  brought  unto  the  bar, 
To  '^•■^|ijht:r  trial  as  'tis  faid< 
•  A cccifeSppM  the  Uws  of  God, 


The  gentry  came  both  far  and  near, 
Her  fatal  trial  for  to  hear  ; 
She  by  her  words  poor  foui  was  caft, 
And  was  condemned  to  die  at  laft. 
Lord!  when  flie  was  condemrTd  to  die. 
What  dreadful  fhrieks  and  Bitter  cries, 
Came  f  rom  the  rich  as  u  ell  as  poor* 
Ihelike  was  never  (een  before, 

she  back  again  to  goal  was  fent, 
Having  a  month's  time  to  repent, 
And  make  her  peace  with  Goci  on  high, 
But  Oh,  the  fatal  day  drew  nigh. 

The  night  before  the  fatal  day, 
she  for  her  mother  fent  ftraightway, 
Who  came  to  her  with  flawing  tears; 
With  wringing  hands  and  bitter  cries, 

When  fhe  beheld  her  mother's  face, 
The  tears  came  trickling  down 
■ Behold  your  ;, 

V  bfeffin£ 
ed  to  the  grave  j 
/mother,  pardon  m?, 
the  lame  by  thee. 
li  My  bleliing  take, 
r  thy  foul  forfa.ke; 
xtrernity.. 

hHd.  I  .can  give  thee* 
rooming's  come* 
ifl  receive  her  doom 
then  laid  /he, 
more  to  beg  of  thee, 
ixWeen  thele  twQt. 


'  Before  1  %m  %mH 
For  Cfmft's  fc/f 
And  GodwiH  4 

The  "rriothe? 
That  he  may 
But  help  thee  m 
That's  all  dear 

At  laftthe  f 
On  which  fhc 
Honour d  motife 
I  have  one  thing 

Let  me  be  laid 
Which  I  fli^  n^ 


Between  my  fifterwho  is  not  here, 
And  him  whom  I  efteem  fo  dear. 

To  this  her  mother  dear  agreed; 
And  he  was  fent  for  with  allfpeed, 
Who  to  the  prifon  came  in  tears, 
To  take  the  farewell  of  his  dear, 

she  flew  ab?ut  his  neck  ftraightway, 
Kifling  his  lips  thefe  words  did  fay. 
My  dear  and  only  joy  laid  (lie* 
see  what  I've  got  by  loving"  thee, 

The  bufinefs  it  was  ordered  fo, 
That  fhe  firft  to  chuch  muft  go, 
To  hear  her  funeral  ferrnon  read, 
Then  to  the  gallows  fhe  ip lift  be  led^ 

Firft  out  of  prilon  fhe  was  led, 
Unto  the  church  was  brought,  'tis  said. 
From  head JmD  foot  all  clothed  in  white, 

The  fern  on  being  ended  straight, 
From  church  ihe  to  the  tree  was  brought 
With  he^rtmore  cold  than  ice  or  lead* 
Turning  about  thefe  words  fhe  laid, 
4  *  AH  you  that  come  to  fee  me  die, 
BtKoU  anHt  fee  my  destiny, 
see  that  the       >  ^0    jove  ancj  fear# 
And  honour  youjouf  j-*-^£sdear, 

With  ^eepmg  eyes  the  $tu^k  her  head, 
Thefe  words  fhe  to  the  people  la^ 
"  serve  God  your  parents  well  oiey5 
For  yota've  no  friend  alive  but  the>^ 

she  on  her  knees  a  blessing  vted-  crave, 
1$hich  her  ptw  tender  mother^ave* 
* hen -up  the  tedder  fhe  did  wftcMb»- ■  • 
With  flowing  eyes  and  wringing  hanat. 


The  psalms  and  praters  beuig  donei 
JHetort  the  jadder  it  was  turn'd, 
she  caH'd  out  for  the  voung  man, 
Who  by  her  fide  did  trenibiing  stand 
■  Behold,  faid  fhe,  a  gentle  heart, 
Just  ready  to  refign  her  br  ru  'r  , 
My  dear,  faid  fh^  mv  loving  t  hee, 
Hasjyr.ptight  this  fnameful  death  to  me 

O  gt^  one  kifs  to  jour  dear  Up 
The  which,  faid  (lie,  I  !ove  fb  dear 
Do  not  deny  me  toy  dear  faid  fire 
it  wiU  be  the  last  you*ll  e'er  give  to  me 

Killing  his  lips  fhe  cry'd  Joud 
ff  Receive  a  finner  now  f  come 
Dear  Christ  rec  ive  a  finful 'foul 
she  never  fpoke  more  bat  oft  fhe  fwung 


* 


